
KIK Custom Products, owner 
of BioLab, has entered into an 
agreement to be purchased by 
an affiliate of New York based 
private equity firm Center-
bridge Partners.

It follows the $US300 million 
acquisition last year by KIK 
Customer Products of the 
consumer products business-
es of Chemtura Corporation, 

previous owner of BioLab, in a 
bid to expand its pool and spa 
chemical business.

While the transaction is still 
subject to regulatory approval 
and customary closing con-
ditions, KIK Custom Products 
sees no reason for the sale not 
to be completed in due course.

BioLab Australia and New 
Zealand commercial direc-

tor Lindsay McGrath says he 
welcomes the acquisition and 
expects it to provide an oppor-
tunity for further growth.

“The pool and spa indus-
try is a global business and 
BioLab’s local operations have 
benefited from being part of a 
global structure which invests 
heavily in product development, 
research and training,” he says.

Centerbridge is a private 
investment firm with offices in 
New York and London with a 
strong focus in both consumer 
and industrial companies in 
North America and Europe.

Elena Gosse, CEO of Australian Innovative 
Systems (AIS), has been appointed to the board of 
Access Community Services Limited (Access).

Access is one of Australia’s leading communi-
ty-based, not-for-profit organisations providing 
settlement, employment, training and youth support 
services to migrants and refugees in Queensland.

Access CEO, Gail Ker says the organisation was 
thrilled to welcome Elena, whose journey as a Rus-
sian immigrant to CEO of a successful Queensland 
company makes her a stand-out addition to the 
Access board.

“Elena brings a wealth of business experience and 
expertise to the table, as well as an intimate under-
standing of some of the challenges new immigrants 
face,” says Ker. “Elena’s story is compelling – from 
arriving in Australia as an immigrant not able to 
speak a word of English, to gaining TAFE and 
tertiary qualifications and then rising up through 
the ranks of AIS to lead the company as CEO to its 
highest level of business success.”

Gosse says the services Access offers are vital to 
helping support migrants and refugees to empower in-
dividuals and communities to shape their own futures.

“What initially attracted me to Access was the 
fact that I understand first-hand how important 
training and settlement support services are to mi-
grants and refugees, particularly those who are from 
non-English speaking backgrounds.”

Supreme Heating has 
moved its head office to 2/19 
Enterprise Drive, Bundoora, 
Victoria, 3083.

Supreme Heating director 
Colin Mauger says the move 
was to accommodate their 
rapid growth and business 
expansion. 

“The new facility repre-
sents a milestone in our his-

tory and an opportunity to 
offer an even larger selection 
of products and services to 
the domestic and commercial 
swimming pool markets,” 
he says.

Victorian sales manager 
Michael Inserra adds that he 
is very excited about the move. 
“We can’t wait for our cus-
tomers to see our new place.”
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American fibreglass 
pool manufacturer 
San Juan Pools is now 
producing all its pool 
shells without any pre-
drilled holes for suction 
outlets, according to US 
magazine Pool & Spa 
News. The magazine 
interviewed the company 
president Kirk Sullivan 
who says he doesn’t 
want to assume liability 
for drains with limited 
life spans. His pools 
have a warranty for 25 
years, yet the drains only 
last up to seven years – 
and meticulous records 
are required to alert 
homeowners that they’re 
due for a replacement to 
comply with the Virginia 
Graeme Baker Pool 
and Spa Safety Act. The 
Florida state building 
code prohibits the use of 
a single-suction outlet; 
a pool can either have 
two main drains or none 
and San Juan is opting 
for the latter. Sullivan 
says the skimmers and 
returns are enough to 
adequately circulate and 
disperse chemicals.

Latest ASOFAP pool 
build data shows Spain 
has 11,000 new installa-
tions in the past quarter, 
10 per cent more than 
the same period last 
year. It also shows that 
with 1.16 million pools, 
Spain has the second 
largest installed pool 
base in Europe and the 
fourth in the world, just 
ahead of Australia. On 
top of this, ASOFAP 
estimates Spain has ap-
proximately 40,000 public 
swimming pools.
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