
1. Just some of the 47 guys from Jim’s Poolcare who attended the show: “We love 
SPLASH!, we come down every two years, mate. It’s been excellent. Lots of new 
products, and lots of free giveaways which the guys get really excited about.”

2. Eliza Voshege of Remco with their polycarbonate range of slats which are very 
popular because they allow you to look through it and see your tiles and lights. 
Remco was also promoting their Swimroll Foam-Filled which has greater insulation, 
buoyancy and hail-proof characteristics than standard slats. 

3. Bernie Skelton from Lo-Chlor with Sentinel, a patented product that removes 
biofilm from pool surfaces. “Simply adding sanitiser doesn’t kill all the bacteria and 
algae, because 99 per cent of it resides in the biofilm. Sentinel is a one-tablet process 
added weekly that prevents the biofilm forming, allowing sanitisers to work 60-70 per 
cent more efficiently.”

4. The large Pool Controls team were kept busy promoting their Chemigem controller/
chlorinator combo and their brand new SteriSel product.

5. Terry Day (pictured holding his new spa blower) and Brian Bambach from New Fluid 
Technology said this is the last time they’ll come to SPLASH! as a standalone entity: 
not because it hasn’t been successful, but because they’ve completed everything 
they set out to achieve – having their technology picked up by a couple of global 
majors. “It’s a great Australian success story,” said Bambach. “SPLASH! has been the 
cheapest and least expensive way to show our wares and reach the whole industry and 
especially participants who have the financial clout to make it happen. Quite honestly, 
we couldn’t have done it any other way.”

6. Rob Saville from Hydrocare with his extra-wide wet deck grating. Not only does it 
come in sizes up to 600mm but it’s made in a parallel pattern. This stops the wave 
action crossing the trench. “That’s important,” he said, “because once the water hits 
the outside of the deck it’s considered contaminated water. Inside the tile and grating 
it’s still pool water, which is valuable as it costs you 40c per litre to clean and heat it.” 
Saville said the show was very successful for him, picking up a job worth in the vicinity 
of half a million dollars on the first morning.

7. Callum Ross from AstralPool said this was by far the busiest SPLASH! show they’d 
experienced. “We haven’t stopped talking the whole time – the stand’s been flooded 
with guests. We’ve had half a dozen employees on the stand the whole time, and we 
just haven’t stopped.” AstralPool were releasing new cleaners including the Max 3 and 
Max 5, as well as a bevy of other new products. “We timed the releases well because 
people turned up in droves.”

8. Valeri Orlingis of AIS talked about some new products in the pipeline including a 
smaller version of the Ecoline for the residential market. “It will work for the average 
backyard swimming pool to about 60,000 litres of water, and works on the same 
principle as Ecoline. The lifespan will be seven years and it will be a little dearer than 
our Autochlor range, because it’s a much more complex machine.”

9. Amanda James from The Pool Tile Company showed another innovation to help with 
wet decks:  a preformed concrete block for creating the channel. “It makes the job for 
the contractor far simpler as you don’t have to be as fussy when forming it up. You get 
it basically level, then when you’re laying the channel you get it dead level.” The block 
is made by Spanish company Rosa Gres, who supplied the system for the Shanghai 
pool for the FINA World Championships, and is available for both commercial and 
residential pools.

10. John from Focus with the Sta-Rite Intellipro. “It’s a genuinely variable speed 
pump, where you can actually set eight speeds to suit the various applications. Other 
variable speed pumps on the market have the three speeds already predetermined, 
but with this you determine what speed you want for the application it’s to be used 
for. So with filtration you may want to put the flow right down – and the beauty of that 
is that you run the pump for a longer period of time, but you’re drawing less current 
so you’re saving money. It’s also very quiet so you can program it to run the filtration 
cycle at night to take advantage of the off-peak tariffs.”
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