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Acacia Ridge firm BSD Robotics
has taken out top honours
in Queensland’s Australian

Technology Showcase awards this year.
The company was named the 2010

Queensland Member of the Year at
the Australian Technology Showcase
Business Development Summit on
June 3.

It was a gala night of celebrations
and networking for Queensland’s
high tech companies, with more than
270 gathering at Hillstone St Lucia for
the second of what has become an
annual event.

For BSD the award marks the cul-

mination of an impressive period of
growth for the company which has
come to be regarded as the world
leader in relation to laboratory sam-
ple preparation instruments and the
associated software across the diverse
life sciences market.

As part of its growth strategy, BSD
has successfully positioned itself as
one of the major players in the
Chinese market – now recognised as
having the fastest growing forensic
database in the world.

Additionally, in late 2009 the com-
pany finalised an extensive distribu-
tion agreement with international
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company Lifetech – which will see
Lifetech acting as an exclusive dis-
tributor of a host of BSD products
into a range of world markets.

General manager Allan Morrison
said in recent weeks the company
had finalised a commercial deal with
Luminex Corporation, regarded as a
leading technology firm in the
United States.

“We’re also planning to release two
new products in 2010 that are
expected to result in export sales
reaching $13million over the next
three years,” Mr Morrison said.  

The impressive range of applica-

BSD Robotics general manager Allan Morrison (right) and deputy general manager – commercial Juanita Wheeler (left).
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tions in which the company’s tech-
nologies are being utilised includes
forensics, neonatal screening, pater-
nity testing, drug discovery, molecu-
lar diagnostics and pharmacoge-
nomics (detecting drug effectiveness
based on genetic profiles).

This technology is now an integral
part of laboratory processes around the
world, and it is contributing to such
significant functions as screening
infants for genetic abnormalities, the
processing of forensic materials incrim-
inal investigations and the discovery of
new drugs for chronic disease.

ART A RISING STAR
In other awards, Advanced

Refrigeration Technologies (ART) of
Caloundra was named as the winner
in the Rising Star category – in recog-
nition of its outstanding impact in the
commercial refrigeration marketplace.

ART has developed a range of 
energy-efficient glass door refrigera-
tion units that are helping supermar-
kets, fuel and liquor outlets, butchers
and delicatessens reduce their carbon
footprint.

The company’s national sales man-
ager Kaylene Venaglia said its tech-
nology could help customers reduce
their energy requirements by around
75 percent when compared with
open cases.

“Demand for our products has been
tremendous with ART currently pro-
cessing $350,000 worth of orders and
gaining a foothold in a number of
high profile chains across the country
including 7 Eleven, Caltex Australia
and Night Owl,” Ms Venaglia said.

ART is currently working on new
technology with national supermar-
ket chains that will see major changes
within the industry.

The Summit also provided an oppor-
tunity for two local firms to pitch their
technology-driven ideas directly to
attendees, which included investor
organisations and venture capitalists,
with Australian Innovation Systems
(AIS) of Tingalpa taking out top hon-
ours during the event.

AIS has become a world leader in
water treatment technology using
electro chlorination and has been at
the forefront of eco-friendly industry
developments in recent years.

Executive director Elena Grosse said
its world-first electrolysis system to
disinfect fresh water, Ecoline, was
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attracting worldwide interest with
$7million worth of contracts already
underway.

Rival company Excel Technology
of Seventeen Mile Rocks also
impressed the judges.

Excel Technology has developed a
unique product range that includes
radar, video and in-pavement detec-
tor technology that counts, measures,
classifies, categorises and weighs
moving vehicles – enormously useful
information for the management and
development of road networks.

Managing director Paul Higgins
said the company’s products were
now in use in New South Wales and
South Australia with the company
waiting on the outcome of a recent
bid to supply its technology for the
M1 upgrade connecting Belfast,
Dublin and Southern Ireland.

SUMMIT DEVELOPMENT
The Business Summit provided a

unique opportunity for the wider
business community to tap into the
State’s technology leaders.

Last year’s Member of the Year win-
ner, Grabba International has had a
stellar year – particularly since
launching a suite of attachments for
the Blackberry range of products.

The company, which has devel-
oped a host of new technologies to
enable businesses and governments
to make the most of information
captured and uploaded through
PDAs and Smart Phones, has in

recent times signed a deal with the
Royal Malaysian Police Department. 

President and CEO Frank Downes
said Grabba had signed a deal to sup-
ply $1.2million worth of Smart Card
readers to the Royal Malaysian Police
Department which enables immedi-
ate identity, licence and registration
detail checks in the field.

The Australian Technology
Showcase is a national networking
program aimed at promoting and
developing export markets for innov-
ative technology-based products.

It is jointly managed by the
Queensland, Victoria and New South
Wales state governments. ■

For more information on the
Australian Technology Showcase 
go to www.ats.business.gov.au ■

Celebrating ART’s Rising Star Award are (from left) John Colin Maslen, John William
Maslen, Anton Zeleznik and Kaylene Venaglia.

The ATS Business Development Summit
provided powerful networking opportu-
nities.


