
Drowning deaths of under-fives in swimming pools were down a dramatic 
50 per cent (six drowning deaths compared to 12 in the previous year) 
according to new data from the RLS in their National Drowning Report 2020.

In all locations, under-five drowning deaths decreased by 52 per cent on 
10-year average (12 this year compared to the 10-year average of 25) and a 
37 per cent decrease on last year’s number (19).

Overall, swimming pool deaths recorded a 28 per cent decrease in 
drowning deaths compared to the 10-year average. The 28 drowning 
deaths were also a decrease of 11 per cent over the previous year (31 
drowning deaths).

Other key data includes:
•  248 drowning deaths in Australia across all aquatic locations, an eight 

per cent decrease on 2018/19 and a 12 per cent decrease compared 
with the 10-year average.

• Males accounted for 80 per cent of all drowning deaths.
•  Drowning deaths among children 0-4 years (12) decreased by 52 per 

cent, compared with the 10-year average, but remain tragically high.
•  Among young people aged 15-24 years, 48 per cent drowned while 

swimming, highlighting the importance of swimming and lifesaving 
lessons in the secondary school years.

•  Swimming was the leading activity being undertaken prior to drowning, 
accounting for a quarter of deaths (25 per cent), followed by boating (18 
per cent) and falls (15 per cent).

•  Drowning deaths in rivers decreased by 32 per cent compared with the 
10-year average, while deaths in lakes increased by 19 per cent.

CEO Lindsay McGrath says SPASA Australia continues to lobby for 
consistent understanding and implementation of CPR charts across 
Australia, and that no other association plays such a large part in standards, 
training and lobbying on the practical side of barriers and protection of 
children around pools.

“We will continue to promote the professional tradespeople in the 
swimming pool industry that take drowning prevention seriously, alongside 
promoting the health and wellness that swimming pools and spas bring 
across Australia and New Zealand,” he says.

Safety

Pool drowning deaths 
of under-fives decrease 
by 50 per centAIS Water was recognised as a Queensland industry leader with a 

$50,000 grant to boost growth opportunities in that state. 
The Business Growth Fund grant designed to help stimulate jobs 

within the state economy was announced during tour of the AIS facility 
by Queensland’s Minister for Employment and Small Business, Shannon 
Fentiman, and the State Member for Lytton, Joan Pease, at the company 
site for a tour of their facilities in September.

The Minister said AIS Water, which employs 45 people, has a proven 
history of producing award winning water disinfection technology for 
residential and commercial pools and had continued to thrive during the 
covid-19 pandemic.

“They are one of the world’s leaders in manufacturing chlorinators,” 
she said. “They do an amazing job of keeping our swimmers safe. I 
know that they are working with the Queensland Government and the 
Department of Education for many of our schools.

“We have a local recovery plan which is all about backing businesses 
like AIS Water; it’s about uniting and recovering for Queensland jobs and 
I’m so proud that we’re backing our small businesses to keep growing 
and employing more locals.”

Getting awarded
Meanwhile Elena Gosse has picked up a swag of accolades including 
three international Stevie Awards for Women in Business.

She was named the Gold winner for Woman of the Year - 
Manufacturing award; Gold winner for Most Innovative Company of the 
Year - More Than 10 Employees award and; Gold winner for Achievement 
in Organisation Recovery award.

The Stevie Awards for Women in Business are the world’s premier 
business awards for female entrepreneurs, executives, employees and 
the organisations they run, and this year, more than 1500 entries were 
submitted from around the globe in more than 100 categories, with 
winners decided by 180 business professionals internationally, split into 
seven juries.

Mother of two and proud grandmother of three, Gosse also won three 
AusMumpreneur Awards including 2020 Queensland AusMumpreneur 
of the Year, as well as the Queensland Sustainability Award and the 
Queensland Business Excellence Award.

She was also named along with AIS on the Queensland Domestic and 
Family Violence Prevention Honour Roll for the work she personally does 
to raise money and awareness for services which protect women and 
children escaping from domestic and family violence.

Additionally, she was a finalist in the Community Philanthropist of the 
Year Category of the 2020 Queensland Community Foundation Awards.

Manufacturing

AIS gets Queensland 
Government grant

AIS Water Co-owner and CEO, Elena Gosse, Queensland’s 
Minister for Employment and Small Business, Shannon 
Fentiman, and State Member for Lytton, Joan Pease

The National Drowning Report 2020 has been released

Under fives drowning deaths were down across the board
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Contact us to  
discover more. 

A new kind of 
swimming pool.

Theralux Active™ Quantum Purity

The world’s most powerful, environmentally  
sustainable and chemical-free pool water purifier.

theralux.com.au  |  1300 131 788

Combines state of the art Photocatalytic & 
Hydroxyl Radical technology, simulating what 
scientists call “natures silver bullet”. 

SPASA NSW  
Product of the Year

Releases pure sterilised water with no toxic by-products, 
killing all known viruses and bacteria

Safe

Like no other technology, breaks down oil and contaminants 
to their molecular form

Naturally clarifies

Consumes no more electricity than a common light bulb
Efficient

An all-in-one system that comes preassembled for easy retro fit
Easy to use

A DIVISION OF

PHOTOCATALYTIC POOL STERILISER




