
Distance and bureaucracy couldn’t break this partnership 

From Russia with love
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with jaNE scOttsumofus

KERRY GOSSE // 65, MaNaGiNG DiREctOR, aND
ELENA GOSSE // 46, EXEcUtiVE DiREctOR,   
aUstRaLiaN iNNOVatiVE sYstEMs

shE saYs:
I met Kerry in Sakhalin, Russia, in August 1992, six 
months after my divorce. I was 29 and I had two girls, 
Valeria, who was six, and Julia, four. At that time I had 
my own TV show and I met Kerry at a nightclub opening 
– I knew immediately that he was the one for me. 

His Russian was perfect, so I didn’t assume he was 
from overseas. But he was returning to Australia the next 
morning, so I gave him my phone number. I knew we 
would be together, as simple as that.

Kerry came back to Russia twice and then proposed. 
For him, it was a huge decision. It wasn’t just about the 
woman he loved, my children also had to be considered. 
My younger daughter has cerebral palsy, so it was a big 
step for Kerry. However, we decided to apply for visas.

I remember the day he called to say the Australian 
government would not give Julia a visa – she did not 
comply with the medical requirements. She was on the 
massage table having intense treatment, he could hear 
her crying and he asked that I give her the phone. He told 
Julia he wouldn’t give up and promised that we would all 
come to Brisbane. So, in the end, we did get her visa. 

I knew I could not continue on TV or as an actor here 

because of limitations with my English, so I learned 
English and studied accounting before joining Kerry in 
the business. At first, Kerry wasn’t sure but, after all these 
years, I’ve proved to him that a husband and wife can 
work together. He is as good as gold. I’ll never forget what 
he’s done for me and my girls. I may agree or disagree 
with him, but I couldn’t wish for a better husband.

hE saYs:
I grew up in Brisbane but I have a Russian background 
and speak Russian. Elena and I have so much in common 
– the food, sayings, traditions. There are many pluses that 
have helped us along the way.

Marrying Elena and bringing the girls out here was the 
right move, there’s no question about that. The girls are 
like my own children and they’ve done so well – Valeria 
has a degree, while Julia has her driver’s licence and held 
down a job for years. She got married two weeks ago and 
I gave her away at the wedding.

Elena’s a high-quality person, with her moral views 
and fairness. She’s done extremely well in the business 
and has just won this year’s Queensland Business Review 
Women in Business award, a rightful recognition of what 
she’s achieved. 

We met by pure chance, it’s amazing, as if somebody 
planned it. You get that feeling sometimes, that somebody 
else is pulling the strings.

Peppers Spicers Peak Lodge  Wilkinson Road, Maryvale, Queensland, Australia, 4370. hoopla_GG1409/R

Stay for 3 nights, pay 2
SAVE $1090  Valid until 31 January 2010.

Say goodbye to 2009 with a relaxing escape at stunning Peppers Spicers Peak Lodge before the end of January and you’ll enjoy a three night stay for the price of two.  

Located on the scenic rim of the picturesque Main Range National Park, Spicers Peak Lodge is just 90 minutes from Brisbane or the Gold Coast. Your three night stay includes:

• Three night’s accommodation for the price of two • All food, including breakfast, lunch and a spectacular 7 course degustation meal every night  • All beverages

Call Peppers Spicers Peak Lodge on 1300 773 452 to book today or visit www.spicerspeaklodge.com.au/tripletreat.htm


